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WILD AREAS ATTACKED 

For those of us who have been working in 
close proximity to the subject of Wilder~ 
ness and Wild Areas, a crucial time has 
arrived. In California'’we face two 
decisions which demonstrate the extreme 
vulnerability of such areas established 
by the Forest Service, To wit; the pos— 
sible inclusion under the 1870 Mining 
Law in the case of the Mt, Dana Minarets 
Wild Area; and what might be called 
breach of promise by the State ef Cali- 
fornia in the case of former Federal lands 
in a San Bernardino National Forest wild 
Area now known as the Mt. San Jacinto 
State Park, 

The Mt, Dana Minarets Wild area con- 
tains some of the most superb scenery 
in the United States and was a part of 
the Yosemite National Park frem 1890 to 
190), The Minarets, being of a geologic 
formation which antedated the Sierran 
granites by untold millions of years, 
contain traces of minerals which it was 
hoped would never prove sufficiently 
profitable to justify working, but alas, 
the day of reckoning has arrived. The 
owners of a mining claim near the shores 
of beautiful Iake Ediza in the heart of 
this Wild Area have demanded from the 
Forest Service permission to construct 
an access road. fPermission cannot be 
denied, although construction can be con-= 
trolled so as to do as little damage as 
possible to the landscape. However, even 
if the mining operations were to be aban- 
doned, the scars can never (cont. page 3) 
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PUBLIC HEARING ON 
SAN JACINTO PRIMITIVE AREA 


The U.S, Forest Service has announced 
it will hold a public hearing April 20 
at 9 a.m, in the County Courthouse at 
Riverside, to ascertain public opinion 
on the proposed elimination of 320 
acres from the San Jacinto Primitive 
A The Mt. San Jacinto Winter Park 
Authority desires to construct an aerial 
tramway from near Palm Springs to the 
8500—foot level on Mt, San Jacinto, on 
a route whigh crosses the eastern edge 
of the primitive area. The Forest Serv— 
ice states that granting a right-of—way 
would necesgitate the elimination of 320 
acres from the 21,00 acres in San 
Jacinto Primitive Area, because the 
existence of an aerial tramway would be 
inconsistent with the maintenance of 
primitive conditions, 

ersons who desire to speak or present 
papers at the public hearing are re- 
quested to notify Perry A, Thompson, 
Regional Forester, 630 Sansome Sts, San 
Francisco ll, before April 1) sm the 
time at the hearing can be divided equit- 
ably between those for and against the 
proposal, 
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AT LAST = CUPS! 


Stainless steel cups are now available 
at the Sierra Club office for 50¢ each, 
and may be bought in person by members 
only. NO MATL, ‘ORDERS! 
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i semi-monthly publication of the San 
Francisco Bay-Chapter. Address all com- 
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YODELEARS HEAR-- 


--that Dorothea Raoul and Bob Black are 
among the recent newlyweds. 


~-from Cherie Morris, now in Saudi Ara- 
bia: "Life in this part of the world 

is interesting andexciting, but hiking 
over sand dunes’ can!t compare with lft. 
Tamalpais and the Sierra, We miss them," 


--of the marriage of Jean Moncrief and 


Me. A. Stewart,! Jr. 

--that the club library now boasts 
handsome new furniture: three oak 
tables and twelve oak chairs. The chairs 
are upholstered in a dark red plastic, 
and are lightly padded, seat and back 
(fine for long evening meetings). Come 
in and feel how inviting they arel 


some 


--not enough items for this column, . Our 
readers might become part-time--even 


momentary--reporters. A penny postal 
is ali it takes to send in bits of news 
we'd like to hear and pass on. Keep 18 
postedt 


YODELER reports with regret the passing 
on Sunday, March.19, of L. Ky. "Karl"! 
Cosper. Chairman of the San Francisco 
Bay Chapter in 1928, and past president 
of the Tamalpais Conservation Club, he 
was an active participant in local’ club 
activities. He is survived by his wife, 
Marie, to whom Yodeler extends sincere 


sympathy. 


OLYIIPECS. PROJECTED 


We wish to call particular attention to 
the beauties of the wilderness beyond the 
trails, as displayed in color motion pic- 
tures taken in the Olympics by Herb and 
Lois Crisler. As mentioned in Yodeler 
for March 6, the film will be shown on 
Friday evening, April 7, at Berkeley Iligh 
School Little Theatre, Allston Way and 
Grove Street, under the sponsorship of 
the Sierra Club and The Wilderness So- 
ciety. 

The film will be shown twice. ‘The first 
showing is 6:5 to 8:15 PM; the second 
8:30 to 10:00. Tickets may be obtained 
through the Sierra Club, 1050 Mills Tower, 
San Francisco 4. In ordering tickets, 
please specify which showing you wish to 
attend. unior tickets are 25¢ (children 
12 years or under, or Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts or Campfire Girls in uniform). 
Adult tickets are 75¢. Enclose stamped 
and self-addressed return envelope, or 
tickets will be held at door. 


IN THE BDITOR'S MAIL 


Yodeleditor: 

Thanks for your letter of February 5 
relating to "Home of the Sun". We have 
received a number of fine comments about 
that article in the Christian Science 
Monitor. aes 

It was during the summer of 1941 that I 
was given the pleasant assignment of ac- 
companying the Sierra Club on its High 
Sierra trip. Iwas with you people three 
weel:s and enjoyed every minute of it, 

I started at lickKinley as a Park Ranger 
in February 1926, and transferred to Yo- 
semite in May 1939--then transferred back 
here as Chief Ranger in July 192. Last 
February I was appointed Suverintendent. 

In the March, April and May issues of 
the Alaska Sportsman Magazine, I have 
articles about Alaskans (Sourdoughs) I 
have met. One of them will be "The 
Seventy-Mile Kid", Harry Karstens, who 
was one of the leaders of the first party 
to climb Mount McKinley in 1913. Mr. 
Farquhar will be interested in this 
story, as he is well acquainted with If. 
Karstens. > 

We hope to have our approach road to 
this park completed in 1951 or 1952. 
This road will connect the Park with the 
Mlaska network of roads including the 
Alaskan Highway, Then the Sierra Club 
can drive right to this park and we will 
be expecting to see you folks make your 
annual outing to McKinley. 

~-Grant H, Pearson 
MicKinley Park, Alaska 
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ELECT YOUR DIRECTORS 
Don't forget to cast. your vote in the 
annual election of the Board of Directors 
‘for’ the Sierra Club, 

Ballots, which have been mailed to each 
member, should be in the club 6ffice no 
later than Saturday, April 8, at noon, 
prometaphase wt ATES 
Wild Areas Attacked(cont. from page 1) 
be eradicated from this alpine region, 
Furthermore, there is nothing to prevent 
the owners from developing their property 
into a resort, with the possibility of 
similar action by other mining claim 
owners in the same area, - 

Thus there will soon vanish another bit 
of the magnificent High Sierra Wilderness 
along the John Muir Trail from Yosemite 
Valley to Mt. whitney. The mine if 
abandoned will become the same kind of 
an eyesore as the one at the headwaters of 
White River in the Glacier Basin on Mt. 
Rainier. d : 

You will hear a'Iot more about the Mt. 
Dana Minarets Wild Area and the 1870 
Mining Law, The fact that an antiquated 
law designed to accomplish other purposes 
can be utilized in such a way is not going 
to.be ignored, and the Sierra Club is 
taking up the fight where the Federation 
of Western Outdoor Clubs left off before 
the war, 

The Mt. Sa Jacinto Wild Area problem ia 
is not yet as hopeless as the former, 
although one cannot get at all optimist— 
ic over the chances of preventing the — 
tramway construction from Palm Springs up 
into the Wild Area, It is now being rated 
as aten=-million-plus dollar jcb and has 
attracted more than passing interest from 
the largest steel company in the United 
States and an international construction 
compeny, as well as Chambers of Commerce 
and promotion groups in the surrounding 
country. Much depends on the outcome of 
the Forest Service hearing to’ be held at 
Riverside, California, on April 20 (see 
article elsewhere in this issue), It-is 
hoped that all readers will get into 
action and write their views on preventing 
the proposed invasion of the Mt. San 
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WILDLIFE CONFERENCE 


The fifteenth North American Wildlife 
Conference held at Hotel Fairmont March 
6, 7 and 8 was the first one ever held 
west: of Denver. Nearly 1,200 people 
participated from Canadian,Mexican, and 
American groups representative of federal, 
state, and private agencies interested 
in wildlife conservation. All sessions, 
general and technical, were open to the 
public, ! 
The first general session was appropri- 
ately on conservation education, ‘chaired 


“by Ray E,: Simpson, State Superintendent 


of Schools, Speakers gave the various 
aspects of education in their own field . 
and locality, pointing out’ the great need 
for more and better programs in schools 
and for adults. Canada has made a start 
in several provinces as has the U, Soy | 
but the real job has yet to be done, Ed= 
ucators agree that conservation cannot 
be taught as a separate subject but must 
be made an integral part of the whole 
educational program, Md. 
An appeal was made for radio programs 
on conservation subjects with human in~ 
terest and dramatization of the issue 
as a basic need in order to stir up the 
public interest in the fate of the out- 
of-doors, It is a new field for creative 
work for writers and journalists as well, ° 
"NO one can be considered educated who 
has-not been exposed to the interdepen- 
dence of natural elements," stated John 


. Baker of the Audubon Society. 


Technical sessions covered all phases 
of resource management: land and water 
policies, big and small game resources, 


.4§ well as coastal and marine resources. 


Botulism and shot poisoning, government 
Subsidy programs leading to accelerated 
draining of marshes, and fence=to-fence 
ploughing with great loss in natural 
habitat were cited as destructive to wild 
life, "Ducks can't nest. on fence posts" 
Said Director Day of the Fish and Wildlife 
Service, | Peel : 
"Are we wrong about conservation?" can 
be answered by yes and no-="Nott if we © 
organize and use all the available know- 
ledge; "Yes" if we fail to see the total 


Jacinto Wild Area, addressing their letterspicture and neglect the education which 


to Regional Forester P, A. Thompson, 
Forest Service, San Francisco, 
_o- Arthur Blake 


would create an enlightened public if we 
fail to realize that wild life cannot be 
produced on an assembly line, 

~~ Helen Verdi 
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liarch 26—-Trip to Corral Hollow. Cars 
will assemble at the Livermore flag pole 
at 9:30 AM and will follow leader to the 
starting point. Those who need trans- 
portation or who can furnish it please 
call Margaret Milwain, AN 1-930, even- 
ings, or Paul Chenoweth, WA 1-6923, 
April 2<-Inverness and ]%t. Vision. 
Chartered bus trip. 
the most : interesting in Larin County, 
containing a’ great many unusual shrubs, 
Leader: John Thomas Hovwell.. Bus leaves 
7th St. Depot in San Francisco at 8 AM, 
arriving at Inverness about 10. Cost of 
trip °1.75. Send check to Malcolm G, 
Smith, Dox 173, Larkspur before Thursday, 
March 30, Trip about 7 miles. 
April | 21~-Evening meeting devoted to a 
study of marine invertebrates, 


Redwood Canyon 

The larch 2 trip to Tediood Canyon 
brought on a rain but not great enough 
to keep ten people, including the leaders 
Violet and Marshall Jencks, from going 
out. 

The number of flowers in bloom just 
about -equalled the number of people who 
came out to see them. Leatherwood was 
in its prime, the wold currant was beau- 
tiful, and there were some fine symmetri- 
cal Zaurels and willows in full bloom. 
Indian warriors were about ready to make 
a showing and there were also some man-= 
zanitas, blueberries, and one zygadenus. 
Chickadees were the birds especially noted, 


art hquakes 


At the evening meeting on Larch 17th, 
lr. Franklin P. Ulrich of the U.S. Coast 
arid Geodetic Survey, gave a very fine 
lecture illustrated with slides and models 
on the subject of earthquakes. 

The west coast of California from 
Mendocino south into liexico is on the 
San Andreas Fault and is considered in 
Zone 3. lir. Ulrich demonstrated the type 
of instrument which has been placed 
around in buildings throughout earth- 
quake areas in the west. eal 
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PINNACLE PALAVER 


Gathering again at the Pinnacles National 
Monument were members of the Rock Climb- 
ing Section. ft,odd hours between I'viday 
afternoon and Saturday merning, various 
cars filled with rauncny, eager climbers 
caromed into the camp ground at the 
innacles, Sleeping bags were unrolled 
and filled. Some were to be emptied ecar- 
ly, some “late on Saturday morning. Some 
climbers are eager-—-others lazy. 

The section's procedure at such a point 
is unorganized, Climbs are chosen for 
the day by groups which decide among 
themselves to make certain climbs. The 
coordinator merely checks to see that 


-someone in each party either can make 


the leads safely, or knows enough to turn 
back if necessary. By eleven o'clock on 

Saturday morning, the last of these groups 
had left the cars and the comfortable 
sacks behind. -Needless to say, the first 
groups had left much earlier. 

The Pinnacles can be divided into three 
general climbing areas: the area near 
the caves, the Old Pinnacles, and the 
high peaks--the last is where most of 
the climbing energy was spent on Seyi 
A notable climb Por the day was the as 

cent of the South linger by de Saussure, 
Beinioaee. Dunmire, Evers, and Grey*, 

This ascent, with a belay from North 
Finger, makes the third or fourth ascent 
of this pinnacle, The summits of Condor 
Crags and one unnamed rock were reached 
by others, 

Sunday found all areas of the Pinnacles 
Dick and Mary 
Houston (ski-touring outcasts) led a 
group to some seldom=-climbed rocks on the 
Old Pinnacles side. Hoyt, Long, Wilso 
and company again went to the High Peaks 
to earn humiliation and hurt pride on the 
side of an unclimbed-rock. The liorrisons 
made a fine climb of Tuff Dome. Another 
croup pounded a hole in the Hatchet, and 
some cot up the Monolith. 

Activities ceased around }; o'clock, md 
the various "buckets of bolts" were 
cranked and started rolling homeward, 

The occupants were well pleased with an-+ 
other enjoyable trip to one of their 


favorite haunts--Pinnacles National Mon- 
ument,. 


by Ray 5 
*-Fletch, 


3636 
ne 


‘Floyd, arnt 


aH, Don, and Hal, resp. 


and ” Jin, resp. 
-~-Bill Long 


3. 
7“ 


+ Warch 20, 1950 


OSTRANDER TOURING TRIP 


Now and again there comes an experience 
in every man's life which lifts him out 
of the humdrum world of reality aid sets 
him delightfully in a wonderland of 
supreme enjoyment. Sha’:en are the wor- 
ries.of the day, forgotten is the mater- 
ialistic struggle, and vanished is the 
pressure of time. Instead, the reassur- 
ing beauties of nature penetrate and 
inspire nothing but the best that is in 
man, Such was the experience of the 
Sierra Club members who journeyed over 
the snow-mantled hills to Ostrander Ski 
Hut in Yosemite some two weeks ago, 

Softly sprinkled with the settling 
snowflakes, the group of 28 touring en- 
thusiasts gathered at Badger Pass Satur- 
day morning to ready their skis, their 
packs and their gear for the nine-mile 
trek. By ten o'clock we were on the 
trail, a trail cushioned with a light 
carpet of soft white powder. Breaking 
trail for many miles were Alan Stiles and 
Alex Hantke, but at the end our trip 
leaders, Rita Wieland and Suzanne Lond, 
took the group dowm through the woods to 
the warm welcome of hospitality and hot: 
tea of Hal and iirs. Johnson at the ski 
hut.. The teamust have been heavily laden 
with energy, for the last skiers to reach 
the hut were just in time to see the 
early arrivals cross Ostra end Lake and 
climb nearly to the top of Horse Ridge 
for the first glorious run ion over the 
unbroken slopes. We didn't realize that 

had an audience at the hut across the 
lake, but, as Lewis Clark so aptly ex 
pressed his feelings after the Sige 's run, 
"Tt may not have becn craceful, but it 
certainly was exciting." 

Aware of ravenous apoetites, the John- 
sons spread a feast of baked ham and all 
the trimmings that night. And to add the 
extra touch, Rita surprised us all with 
several bottles of ao and Emile La- 
crampe set before us two huge freshly 
iced sponge cakes. Many, many thanks 
to these thoughtful people! 

Fortified with an umpteen-course break- 
fast Sunday morning, we eagerly set out 
for the day's runs from the summit of 
Horse Ridge. Some were content with 
many runs through the superb snow on the 
slopes of the western end of the ridge, 
while another group ventured out to 
Sunrise Point for a view of the Sierra 
from the Sawtooth Range to Mt. Goddard, 
and even a glimpse of Mt. Diablo. On 
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ROCK CLIMBERS DINNER DANCE 
A Social Event on the April Calendar 
of Interest to All 


Helnick 's 
800-3rd Avenue 
Oakland 


WHERE s 


VHEN s 


April 15, at 7 PM 


HOW MUCH: $3 per person 


obtained from any 
Committee. 


Tickets mag be 
member of the Rock Climbing 
Happy Dinner-Dancingt 


QUETICO~SUPERIOR CANOE COUNTRY 


The Educational Committee will be un- 
happy, and Sierra Club members will 
possibly miss a thrilling evening, if we 
fail to remind you of the color film to 
be shown at Everett Junior High School, 


‘16th and Church Streets, San Francisco, 


on Tuesday, March 28, at 8 PM. Come-- 
see--hear all about Dick Leonard's ex- 
periences on the lakes md rivers of 
Minnesota and Canada. 

% 
CHECKS are coming in to the club office 
by the hundreds for dues, outing deposits, 
lodge reservations, tickets, books, etc. 
Youtll help the office staff a lot if 
you send separate checks so that the work 


can be divided efficiently and handled 
quickly. Thanks} 


the slopes below were found snow condi- 
tions to excite even the most unenthus- 
jiastic skier. (Are there any?--Ed.) 

Here was a tavern of fresh light powder on 
roliing slopes of hard-pack, a gentle 
breeze, a clear sky, and a warm sun-~all 
adding up to skiing that will be long re- 
membered by all, ‘We squeezed in as many 
runs as possible, and left only with a 
determination that Horse Ridge should see 
us all soon again. 

Included in the trip out to Badger were 
many breath-taking runs dovm steep slopes 
through the woods, where we were accom- 
panied only by the soft smooth swissssssh 
of ski and snow. Yes, the waiting cars 
were a welcome sight to many a weary 
skier, but now the tired muscles are for- 
gotten md all are eagerly looking forward 
to the next ski tour. 

--Frank Hewitt 
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SLOPE DOPES TRY INAPSACKING 


Four skiers, carried away by the enthu- 
siasm of the Packrats, undertook an 
"exploratory" packrat trip in the Big 
sur Area of Los Padres National Forest 
below Carmel the first week end in liarch, 

Armed with 1) lb, Air Corps sleeping 
bags, dehydrated foods as well as REAL 
fed, air mattresses, billycans, a wide 
assortment of knapsacks (frame type, pack 
bouras! and plain small knapsacks) they 
tried out knansack cw menus, and foods, 
Without any previ lknapsacking experi- 
ence but full of idea from reading the 
"Ttanual of Ski Mountaineering" they 
packed twelve niles into the Forest, over 
moderate rolling terrain, 

The undaunted skiers, toughened by their 
winter sports, came through their knap- 
sac|; trip with flying colors (and miscel- 
laneous blisters, groans, and aching 
muscles), The skiers learned a2 lot about 
tnapsack trins that week end, and their 
Packrat guide learned a lot about skiers! 

-~-Helene Glass 
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The present financial yosition of the 
Tamalpais Conversation Club enables the 
directors to hire a trail man two days 
aweek, Since maintenance of existing 
trails in the lit. remeron area outside 
of the State Park takes all of this 
man's time, requests for new trail con- 
struction or the reopening of old trails 
must be denied. 
However, if more people join the 
T.C.C. or change their membership from 
regular--at one dollar a year--to con- 
tributing--at five dollars, the increased 
income can be used for additional trail 
work which will benefit all those who 
enjoy our beautiful mountain, 
To increase your hiking enjoynent, 
fill in the application in your San 
Francisco Bay Chapter Schedule and 
mail it with your dues f “ ® the Tamalpais 
Conservation Tlub, 917 Pacific Building, 
San Francisco 3, 
THRES CAME 
or 
A Treatise on the lount Tamalpais Hike 
of Sunday, lfarch 19 
Six went to ill Valley, three went t 
Mountain Theater, (instead of to Lone “Pine 
by the. Dipsea Trail, as announced) , three 
turned back, 
lome was reached, then clear and lovely. 
--Dick lionges 
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RCCK CLIMBERS 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE! 


Don't always believe what you read in 
the Schedule! There will be no rock 
climbing on Sunday, March 26, as on 
that date rock climbers will be dis- 
porting themselves on skis at Norden, 


POINT SCHEDULE FOR APRIL 


die Blumberg (evening) BA 1-3910 
DU 82513 
PR 5-2823 
WE 1-5195 
WA 1-2819 
OV 1-5277 


srace Woodward 
EASTER or 
445-16 Leona Wolff (evening) 
*22—23 Helen Smith " 
29-30 Laura lialville 

+ Central Commissary 
hostess cannot be reached,phone TU-5-Obl) 


BALTIMORE PARK TO FAIRFAX 


Starting from Baltimore Park on Sunday 
morning, liarch 12, twenty-seven hikers 
led by Valter Strohmaier headed over the 
Harry Allen Trail to Phoenix Lake and 
Fairfax. The lower end of the Harry 
Allen Trail is not heavily traveled and 
is becoming overgrown in a number of 
places. The trail contours the eastern 
foothills of lit. Tamalpais and winds its 
way through stands of bay and oak and 
giens of redwood carpeted with ferns, 
Twice we etartled does in these glens 
they went crashing 
ver the hillcrests. 

Pleasantly interspersed are openings in 
the forest with magnificent views of Pt 
San Quentin, with its free hotel, San 
Pablo Bay and the nerthern reaches of 
San Francisco Bay. It was one of those 
cloudless liarch mornings, without a trace 
of ground hage, and it. Diablo could be 
clearly seen in the distance. 

We arrived at Phoenix Lake, the lunch 
spot, at 11 o'clock, so we decided to 
take an extra jaunt to the extreme end of 
the lake and return before lunch, fs 
basked in the sun at Phoenix until 2 FM, 
then started off through Hidden lieadovw 


and 
through the brush and 


Weather: rain until lMowtain and Six Points to fairfax, 


--ljalter Strohmater 


APPLICATIONS FOR 


LiEMBERSHIP IN THE SAN FRANCISCO CHAPTER OF 


min 


THE SIERRA CLUB 


Listed March 1, 1950 = Date of Election Mey 1, 1950 


APPLICANTS 
Carl F. Biedenbach 


W. Burchell 


Nils Helmer Bergfelt 


Lindsay Campbell,Jr. 

Virginia H.Camobell 
(iirs. Lindsay) 

John F, Carleton 

Jude Christopher 

Alfred W, Childs, 

Elwin H. Covey 

irene Overmire 

Alan Palmer 

Don Reinberg 


Richard Schulze 


SPONSORS 
er eae Pre 


Arthur Bellman 
Doris H. Munster 
John M,. Stokely 

We Ne Ogden 

Earl Siren 

Lester W. Ferris 
Lois B. Fink 
Rudolph E. Fink 
Lois B, Fink 
Rudolph E. Fink 
James Carleton 
sarol Tansley 

James Coffee 

JOSe H. Rosenthal 
Donald C,. Barbour 
William C, Blair 
Richard D. Wolfe 
Roger H. Hildebrand 
H elen M. Waterman 
Neva Snell 

Juliet Abrahamson 
Carolyn Crowley 
Artur Argiewicg 

Re Detlev Olshausen 
Jerome P,. Cramer 
Warren Be Coolbaugh 


APPLICANTS 
James M,. Souby, Jr. 
Nevon J. Stuckey 
Brita Stuckey 

(Mrs. Nevon J.) 
Irma H,. Zucca 
Marguerite G. Dilley 
Joseph Dittrich,Jr, 
Anne Farrington 
Albert J. Gallardo 
Inez S. Hooper 
Lawton R. Kennedy 
Marion Kjartan-Hansen 
Marjorie B, McCarthy 


Phyllis F. Moore 


SPONSORS 


Robert L. Lipman 
Henry V. Colby 
Bernarr Bates 
Melvin B. Lane 
Bernarr Bates 
Melvin B,. Lane 
David Alan Welisch 
Betsy Van Seventer 
Ida Sinai 

Leona Wolff 
Burdette Brown 
George Templeton 
Ray de Saussure 
George Maenchen 
Ethel Rose Taylor 
George L. Henderson 
Ernest Schott 
Henry R. Schott 
August Fruge 

David R. Brower 
Mark H. White 
Stephenie Ferguson 
Ned Robinson 
Richard E, Wyman 
Wn, Fletcher Hoyt 
Alice W. Doherty 


